The study is on gender and rural household roles. It was carried out in Akuku-Toru Local Government Area of Rivers State, Nigeria. An interview schedule administered by random sampling to 60 men and 60 women to have a sample size of 120 respondents was used for data collection. Data analyses were achieved with frequency, percentage and t-test. Out of the 21 household tasks analyzed, men perform them more than women in 12 cases. The test of hypothesis shows no significant difference between the roles of men and women. The role most frequently performed by men is the participation in fishing activities with 96.7%, while household marketing with 100% is the task most performed by women. The highest constraint to the roles attained by men is the poor access to extension service with 41.7%, whereas 93.3% of women suffer from the lack of control over their personal finances. Men should be giving more access to extension service, while women should be allowed the liberty to control their personal finances.
INTRODUCTION
Gender is a term used to explain the relationship which exists between men and women as it affects their different social roles and expectations in the society. In the words of Ayoola and Odiaku (2004) , gender is described as a socio-economic parameter that is useful in analyzing the roles, responsibilities and constraints of both men and women along different ethnic, religious and ecological lines. Gender is different from sex. This is because sex is the relatively unchanging biology of being a male or female which is universal. This means that by sex a man remains a man while a woman remains a woman irrespective of time and place.
The biological characteristics of the makeup and functions of genes and hormone profile which are constant in human are examples of the features of sex. Gender on the order hand is a social rather than a biological construct of men ad women and therefore varies with the roles, norms and values of a given society and era (Philips 2005) . This implied that while gender varies with time and place, sex is constant.
Gender analysis is the systematic gathering and examination of information on gender differences and social relations in order to identify understand and redress inequalities based on gender (Reeves and Baden 2000) . Furthermore, gender analysis is an effort to understand and document the tasks and responsibilities of men and women as conferred on them by culture, norms and tradition of the society. The four key questions gender analysis provides answers to are: a) what is getting better or worse between men and women, b) what is the gender division of labour between men and women, c) who has more access to and control of the key resources between men and women, and d) what should be done to close the gap between what the people need and what development agencies delivers in order to address identified gap which may exist between men and women.
Based on the key questions of gender analysis, Boserup (1970) asserted that female farmers are often not well contacted by development agencies especially when extension services delivery is considered. Later study by Nwachukwu (2000) confirmed that women had little access to extension services. This was irrespective of the fact that they play dominant roles in the production of rice, maize Akankpo 2003, Akankpo and Asa 2006) and cultivated more okro, melon, maize, pumpkin, cocoyam and cassava than men (Okwusi and Aboh 2004) . A recent study by Agbelemoge (2011) which indicated that as low as 11.7% of women were exposed to information on improved technologies to fisher folks, while as much as 88.3% of men had access to such information in Ogun State, Nigeria further corroborates the gap which exist between men and women in extension services delivery. Gender analysis especially attempts to determine the role male and female individuals play in normal daily activities, aimed at household, agricultural, rural and national development (Akpabio and Ekpe 2001) . It is on the basis of the definition by Akpobio and Ekpe (2001) that this study was conceptualized to study gender and rural household roles in the study area.
The rural household which is the focus of this gender analysis is explained to mean a family which is located in a geographical environment which is not urban in nature. It is a household that is situated in the rural area where life is simple and close to nature as opposed to the household which is situated in the urban area or city. The rural household is the basic unit for farm production, processing, preservation and marketing.
The research problem of this study is to analyze the household gender division of labour to identify who is doing better between men and women in the attainment of certain household roles. The essence is to identify the specific gender to be contacted by development agencies for information that would enhance the development of the rural households in the study area. In order to address the research problem, the objectives of the study were to analyze the household roles of men and women and the gender constraints in the performance of these roles. The household roles considered in this study are collection of firewood, child care and socialization, provision of shelter, provision of canoe/boat, provision of fishing gears, arable crop production, cash crop production, participation in fishing activities, livestock rearing, provision of family labour, fish processing and preservation and household furnishing. Others are provision of utensils, household finance, household medicare, financing of children education, preparation of meals, major decision-making, minor decisionmaking, household marketing and settlement of household conflict. Gender constrains which were analyzed in the study are; lack of control over personal finance, lack of access to family finance, poor access to sources of credit, societal discrimination, no right to ownership of family land, poor access to extension service, poor access to land and unfavourable health condition. The hypothesis of the study was that, there is no significant difference between men and women in the attainment of household roles in the study area. The social studies survey method as recorded by Avwokeni (2004) and Awolola (2004) , was adopted in the selection of the samples for the study. In accordance with the social survey method, the random sampling technique was used in selecting five out of the seven towns in the LGA. The selected towns were Abisa, Idama, Obonoma, Sangama and Soku. Random sampling was also used in selecting two communities from each town to have a total of ten. Finally, twelve respondents, made up of six men and six women were randomly selected from each community. This gave a total of 120 respondents which constituted the sample size of the study. This sample size was made up of 60 men and 60 women. Data were elicited from the respondents with copies of a close ended interview scheduled which were administered by an enumerated who was specifically trained by the researcher for this purpose. The interview schedule had four questions bordering on the respondents sex, community, household roles and constraints. The third and fourth questions which were on gender household roles and gender constraints had twenty-one and eight components respectively. The enumerator made contacts with the respondents at their homes in the first week of August, 2008. On the average, forty minutes was spent with each respondent in answering the questions. All the 120 copies of the interview schedule used for the survey were returned by the enumerator. The study objectives were analyzed with descriptive statistics involving the use of frequency, percentage and means. Inferential statistics involving the use of the student t-test was used in the test of the study null hypothesis. The t-rest model used in line 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Out of the 21 household roles analyzed (Table 1) , men were involved more than women in 12 of them, while women handled nine roles more than men. Multiple responses were used
The three most important roles in which men are more engaged than women are "participation in fishing activities" with 86.7% "household furnishing" with 93.3% and "provision of shelter" with 86.7%.
In the same manner, the three most important roles in which women are more engaged than men are "household marketing" which accounted for 100% "provision of utensils" with 98.3% and "fish processing and preservation" with 95%. The gender to contact with specific information that would lead to the development of the rural household in this study area has been indicated by these findings. The result further shows that the mean rate of performance of the household role of men was 58% while that of the female was 56%.
Irrespective of the fact that the men are more engaged than the female in the attainment of household roles in the study, the difference in the mean rate of attainment was as little as 2%. This slight difference implies that the engagement of women in the attainment of household roles is high when compared with that of men.
The result of the t-test statistics of gender and household roles of the respondents at one degree of freedom based on the alpha level of 0.05 significance indicates that t-calculated (1.43) is less than ttabulated (12.706). This shows a non-significant result. Given this outcome, the null hypothesis is accepted. This means that there is no significant difference between men and women in the attainment of household roles in Akuku-Toru Local Government Area of Rivers State. The finding implies that both men and women are making comparable contributions in addressing household roles among the studied respondents. Further implication of the result is that men and women should be given equal attention by development agencies interested in the welfare of the rural households in the study area. Table 2 shows that the eight constraints analyzed in the study were more against women than men. This tends to connote that the women attained their household roles with more difficulties than their male counterparts. It is remarkable to note that irrespective of the much constraint against women, their mean rate of household role attainment of 56.0% was closer to 58.0% being that attained by men as shown in Table 1 of this study. The findings in Table 2 further show that the highest constraint of men in the study was "poor access to extension service" with 41.7%. This result agrees with the findings of Jan and Nawab (2011) in Pakistan where majority of the small and medium holders noted no visits of extension workers, despite the realization of the fact that agricultural extension plays important role in reducing the problem of food security in agricultural based economy such as Pakistan. The second was "poor access to land" with 38.3% rate of response. The two highest constraints of women were "lack of control over personal finance" which accounted for 93.3% of the problem. This finding tends to imply that married women in the study do not have the liberty of decision making over the spending of their finances without consulting with their husbands. The second constraint was "no right to ownership of family land" which amounted to 88.3% of the response.
The fact that poor access to extension services represented a higher (83.3%) constraint to women than the 41.7% faced by men agreed with the earlier studies of Boserup (1970) and Nwachukwu (2000) that women had less access than men to extension services. The finding also agreed with the study of Nlerum et al (2012) where only 40% of rural women had access to agricultural extension information in Eleme area of Rivers State, Nigeria. In order to address this gap which exist between men and women in the delivery of extension services, the findings of Latha, and Khandeka (2010) that women as significant resource play their role effectively if they are provided equal opportunities and status as of the other gender, should be given a pride of place. Women need to be enabled to use improved technologies in their daily activities for which relevant educational trainings are to be imparted in the same measures as available to men.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION
The study shows that when it comes to the delivery of development information that would result into enhanced performance of tasks by members of rural household in the study area, the men should first be contacted in 12 activities, while the women should first be contacted in nine out of the 21 household roles that were analyzed.
The three most frequent roles performed by men are participation in the fishing activities, the household furnishing and the provision of shelter. On the other hand, the three tasks most frequent for women are household marketing, provision of utensils and fish processing and preservation.
The study however shows no significant difference between the household roles of men and women. This research further indicates that while the major constraints to the roles of men are poor access to extension service and land, women are highly constrained by the lack of control over their personal finance and exclusion from the right to ownership of family land.
It is consequently recommended that men should be given more access to extension service and land, while women, beside a much better access to extension, should be allowed the liberty to have control over their finances and fair right to family land.
